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than simply discussing work. 

The Art of Compromise

Most of us have our idealized goals for home education.  The 
reality is that we will have to make some compromises between 
our ideal and what we can physically accomplish in the time we 
have with the resources available to us.  I love really digging 
into literature, analyzing plots and characterizations.  I wanted to 
have two days a week for literature discussions, but we were also 
studying government and economics that year, which absolutely 
required discussion.  There just was not enough time to have 
literary discussions more often than once every week or two.  
I could have given up on literature and saved it for the next 
year, but that would have interfered with important goals for 
the following year.  I could have felt guilty and inadequate, but 
instead, I compromised.  The boys would read the background 
information provided in the literature texts on their own, and 
we would have discussions as time allowed.  It was not the 
best approach, but my sons still had the experience of reading 
many types of literature, and they gleaned some background 
information on their own.

We can always take the view, “What would they be 
learning if they were in a traditional school?”  Although there 
are some excellent teachers and classes in schools, there is no 
guarantee that any child is going to absorb all that wonderful 
class content listed in the course outline.  Often students drift 
through classes just marking time and completing minimal 
requirements.  We should be able to provide more than the 
bare minimum even if all we do is choose quality texts and 
make sure our child reads them.

All this is not to say that just anything will suffice.  I believe 
that we should set high (but realistic) standards and hold our 
children to them.  But we need to be careful of aiming so high 
that satisfaction is always just out of reach, while guilt and 
inadequacy stare us in the face.

Blessed are the Flexible for They Shall Not be Broken

Flexibility is a mandatory characteristic of successful home 
schools.  I can guarantee that you will encounter many situations 

where you will have to alter course, put something on hold, 
or deal with unanticipated problems.  If you are set in your 
mind that NOTHING is going to interrupt your plan for home 
education, you are setting yourself up for a nervous breakdown.

We will need to deal with household problems from time to 
time.  If the plumbing is backed up, school will be interrupted 
for a trip through the yellow pages, several telephone calls, and 
a visit by the Roto-Rooter man.  If mom is sick, we are allowed 
to declare a school holiday.  Planning some “floating holidays” 
helps alleviate the guilt of taking time off to stay in bed when 
we have a 103 degree temperature.  Flexibility might have to 
extend to the planned course of study.  We may have to change 
course in midstream if our teen is just not able to learn a certain 
subject with the materials we bought or needs an extra three or 
four months to complete Algebra.  If we can bend with these 
situations, accepting them as normal, we will not find ourselves 
surrendering in frustration because things are not going the way 
we planned.

While most of us tend to strive too hard and judge ourselves 
too harshly, there are those among us who need less flexibility 
and more accountability and discipline.  Some of us drop 
all planned academic work every time a field trip comes up 
— whether or not the field trip is worthwhile for our 
child.  Emergencies and sudden changes in schedule are a way 
of life rather than an occasional occurrence.  Priorities shift 
according to our latest interest.  Challenging subjects are easily 
abandoned and rarely replaced.  We justify lack of progress 
with excuses such as, “We’ll make it up later.”

Those of us who suffer from too much flexibility might do 
better under the guidance of an independent study program, 
correspondence course, or other overseer who will help keep 
us on track.  If it seems like too much trouble to either hold 
ourselves accountable or work under someone else, perhaps we 
should put our children back in school.

Living with Our Choices

We begin by deciding what we really wish to accomplish.  
Next we look hard and long at our situation.  Then we decide 
what we realistically can expect to achieve, while maintaining 
some flexibility.  We must then do what we can to the best of our 
ability, and trust God to cover our deficiencies.
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A	Typical	9-12	Curriculum
How	to	use	this	curriculum	outline

HIGH SCHOOL 

High School , Character Development ð
 Bible 

You will want to structure this area following your 
own beliefs. I suggest concluding with a study of 
biblical principles for courtship and establishing a 
home. Below are a few topics to include. 

B Origin of the Bible 
B Grouping of Bible books 
B Literature in the Bible; different writing styles 
B Christ in all the Scriptures 

High School, Art and Music 
B God as the source of beauty 
B Drawing and sketching 
B Landscape and architecture 
B Photography 
B Pottery 
B Sculpture 
B Design principles of printed pieces 
B Understanding what brings visual appeal 
B Opportunity to develop basic skill in playing 

an instrument 
B Singing 

I have not included this listing to show you speciýcally 
what to teach but as a reference for comparison. Home 
teaching is naturally in danger of achieving too narrow a 
range of objectives on one hand and focusing on certain 
details at the expense of foundational learning on the other. 
Success on standardized tests is not sufýcient evidence 
that your child is learning the most important material. Such 
exams measure only the bare essentials ï the common 
elements all children need. Compare this list with what you 
plan to teach, and consider expanding in selected areas 
you feel are important. 
 The items on these lists are not of equal importance. 
Some can be dealt with in a ten-minute discussion. Others 
need a long time. Some items are mentioned at one level 
that should be dealt with during more than one school year. 
They are generally arranged from simple to complex, so 
during the ýrst part of the three years spanned by each 
grouping, you would expect to cover topics earlier in the 
list. Some topics are appropriate at another time, and some 
may not be of importance at all for your child. The math 
section, for example, seems to me to be a little ambitious, 
at least at the higher levels. 
 You would not normally cover all the subject areas on 
this list. For example, the advanced math classes are taken 
(and needed) by only a few. Many do not study a language 

and few would study more than one. Not that all these 
things are useless, but in a typical program of eight years 
for elementary education and four for secondary, there 
simply is not enough time to learn everything that might be 
valuable. Also children who have difýculties with learning 
need not be pressured. For example, if your child needs to 
spend a long time on the important math concepts in high 
school should you expect him or her to be taking two years 
of a modern language? Not usually, but to learn just a little 
Spanish could be fun and would provide a basis for later 
development. Some students would want to spend more 
time in a technology area and less in the more academic 
courses. 
 The topics were composed by studying the list 
available from World Book Educational Products, a state 
department of education list, a Christian school system 
list, and a few additions of my own. Although the topics are 
typical for US schools, many or most elements are common 
to what children and youth learn in other countries. You 
may want to select areas to cover and check them off when 
adequately learned. 
 If you would like a copy of the World Book list, contact 
Educational Services Department, World Book Educational 
Products, 101 Northwest Point Blvd., Elk Grove Village, IL 
60007. 

B Listening to music 
B Changes in styles of music over the centuries 
B Danger of harsh and heavy-beat music 

High School, Business Education 
Areas include 

B Accounting 
B Business management 
B Computer technology and literacy 
B Keyboard skills 
B Word processing and desktop publishing 

High School, English (Language) 
Ninth grade English 

B Vocabulary development 
B Grammar review 
B Enjoying various types of literature 
B Composition: punctuation, paragraphs 
B Library skills 
B Evaluation of media programs 
B Reading skill improvement (if needed) 

Tenth grade English 
B Note taking skill 
B Etymology, Dialects 
B Selected literature analyzed 
B How word meanings and grammar 

change 
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