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Kentucky	High	School	Graduation	Requirements
FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Why do Home Schoolers need to know these requirements?
Answer:   If a student wants to attend any publicly funded post-secondary institution (trade

 school, college, or university), these are their entrance requirements.

The following was taken from the Kentucky Department of Education website   
(www.KDE.state.ky.us)

All questions regarding the curriculum should be addressed to the 
Kentucky Council on Post-secondary Education.

704 KAR 3:305 Minimum requirements for high school graduation.

Language Arts – 4 credits   
     Courses:  English I, II, III, IV

Social Studies – 3 credits   
     Courses:  Credits to incorporate U.S. History, Economics, Government, World Geography and World 

         Civilization

Mathematics – 3 credits
     Courses:  Including Algebra I, Geometry, and one (1) elective as provided in the program of studies, 

         704 KAR 3:303

Science – 3 credits 
     Courses:  Including life science, physical science, and earth and space science as provided in the program
                     of studies, 704 KAR 3:303.

Health – 1/2 credit   

Physical Education – 1/2 credit

History and Appreciation of Visual and Performing Arts – 1 credit 
      Courses:  History and appreciation of visual and performing arts or another arts course which 
                       incorporates such content
 
TOTAL: 15 required credits plus 7 electives (22 credits) *

A Description of the content of the Arts Appreciation course follows:

The content in history and appreciation of visual and performing arts includes the disciplines of dance, music, theatre, art, and 
literature combined with the humanities. A variety of media, print sources, and participatory activities are blended to provide a 
connection among periods, styles, and cultures. Students become aware that time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities 
and that different peoples share common experiences and attitudes. The main focus is to enable students to respond to all art forms 
through describing, analyzing, interpreting, evaluating, and considering the arts as significant human achievements.

* NOTE: A local board of education may substitute an integrated, applied, interdisciplinary or higher level course for a required 
course if the alternative course provides rigorous content and addresses the same applicable components of 703 KAR 4:060 

(Academic Expectations). If a substitution is made, a rationale and course description shall be filed with the Department of Education. 

http://www.KDE.state.ky.us
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/KAR/704/003/305.htm
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Basic	High	School	Options
Correspondence School Diploma

You sign up with them and choose classes from their course offerings to meet graduation requirements. This is kind of like choosing 
from the menu at a restaurant. They keep records and issue grades and a diploma.

Pros:
• You get a diploma from an institution with a campus school.
• They do the planning work and ensure a proper course, scope, sequence, and requirements.
• They will keep you and your child accountable.
• Parental time involvement is less. Little planning.
• Parent just helps and then tests student. 
• They do all of the documentation work for you.

Cons:
• You are locked into the school’s time frame.
• You are stuck with the school’s course outline, methods, textbooks, etc.
• The course offerings may not meet your child’s individual needs.
• Your student cannot study their interests in any more depth than the school has course work. 
• They might not permit early graduation.

Correspondence School ð NO Diploma
In this and the following options, it would be helpful to think of the parent and student as education brokers. They are the ones 
ultimately in charge, and they find courses and experts to help them put together an academic program. In this particular option, you 
pay to take all of your courses from Correspondence Schools. You could take all of the courses from one institution, or you could 
choose courses from several different correspondence schools. When you put all of the course work together, you would have a 
complete high school program. This is like ordering from the menu at a Chinese restaurant (one from column A and two from column 
B…) or eating dinner at the Mall. You have lots of options to choose from. 

Pros:
• You have more freedom and flexibility in course offerings.
• You can choose courses to meet your student’s individual needs. 
• You could provide more in-depth study in areas your student wishes to pursue.
• You could allow early graduation and transition into textbooks.
• You are locked into the schools’ time frame for each course.
• You have to keep the final records, send transcripts, and issue the diploma.
• Parent can feel confident that the school has put together an adequate scope and sequence — especially in areas that the 

parent does not feel competent to teach. 
• The school might supply telephone “tutoring.”

Cons:
• You still have to choose from courses available through correspondence programs. You can’t “do your own thing.” 
• The schools provide documentation concerning each course your student takes.
• You are still stuck with a school’s scope and sequence, methods, course outline, the workplace, vocational school, or college. 
• While working on a course, you are accountable to the correspondence school. 
• Parental involvement is limited to helping and testing.

What to Look for in Correspondence Schools

1. Costs per course. Are textbooks included? Can you return the course if you decide that you do not like it? Will you get a full 
refund?

2. What support services do I get for my money? Can I call a teacher? Is there a toll-free or local line to talk to a teacher?
3. How do they handle tests? Do they provide answer keys? After taking a test do you just go on? Or do you have to wait until 

the test is returned to go on to the next level? Who grades the test — a teacher or a graduate assistant? Are they machine 
or hand scored? Do you get feedback about what you did not understand, or do you only get the test score returned? If the 


