A related study by John Taylor of Andrews University
compared 224 home schoolers in grades 4-12 with regular
school students using the Piers-Harris Children’s Self-
Concept Scale. It is generally conceded that a favorable
self-concept is indicative of an individual’s socialization.
Taylor’s study concluded, “The self-concept of home-
schooling children is significantly higher than that of children
attending the conventional school. Regarding socialization,
it appears that very few home-schooling children are socially
deprived. ... Apparently, the research data indicate that it is
the conventionally schooled child who is actually deprived.”

Bronfenbrenner, among others, found that children,
at least through the sixth grade, who spend more of their
elective time with their peers than with their parents generally
become dependent on those peers. He noted that this brought
a pervasive pessimism about themselves, their future, their
parents and even their peers. This does not support the idea
that a child’s association with many children necessarily
contributes to positive socialization as many parents and
educators assume.

First-hand observations of home schooled children
commonly impress observers with their qualities of maturity,
stability, responsiveness and self-assurance. In fact parents
often report that their decision to home school their children
came from observing the impressive social qualities of
other home school students. Certainly one should not
underestimate the contribution to social values and social
character that comes from a firm foundation in moral and
spiritual values common to most home schools.

ARE HOME SCHOOL STUDENTS PREPARED FOR
COLLEGE?

Home schoolers have little difficulty in entering and
succeeding in college if they plan wisely and make the most
of their opportunities. High school and college counselors
are available to advise on planning for entrance into specific
colleges and vocations. Instruction in advanced and
specialized college preparatory courses is available through
extension courses from schools and colleges, educational TV,
part-time enrollment in the local high school and tutors. Lack
of some college preparatory courses can often be made up in
college while enrolled in a conditional admission status. In
most colleges admission is dependent primarily on standard
admissions tests. GED certificates often suffice in lieu of a
high school diploma. College admissions offices understand
that diplomas and grades per se from the regular high school
offer little assurance of college preparation or potential since
the standards from different schools vary greatly.

Most home school programs are uniquely designed and
conducted with a stress on independent study, individual
responsibility, self-evaluation and the use of diverse
resources — all of which prepare one for success in college
study. Studies of genius indicate that the independent, self-
directive, open, undistracted environment of most home
schools provides the best setting for the development of
gifted and creative minds.

WHAT IS HOME SCHOOLING REALLY LIKE?

As often stated, home schooling is the most private form
of private education. It is not designed for isolation but for
privacy — privacy of living and learning in an intimate family
environment. The family, of course, maintains all normal
relations with the social, civic, cultural, recreational, religious
and business activities and resources of the community. Home
school students enjoy the usual friendships and activities for
children and youth that any good parent would want for them.
Many public and private schools offer extension study status
and part-time enrollment for home schoolers thus providing
access to elective courses, school facilities, counseling and
participation in certain activities.

An impressive variety of professionally designed curricula
for kindergarten through high school is being used successfully
by parent-tutors with only limited formal education. The
curriculum publisher/distributor ordinarily provides the home
school parent a continuing consultative service on procedures,
problems, testing and additional resources. Colleges,
universities and correspondence schools provide a wide range
of courses for independent study. Rich resources continue to
become more available and attractive. Complete courses plus
enrichment experiences are increasingly offered on educational
TV.

The home school commonly provides a much broader daily
relationship with the community than the classroom of the
traditional school.

The concept of home education raises the question in some
minds as to whether home-based schooling prepares students
for “real life.” However, most observers would conclude that
the best preparation for real life is to live it everyday as home
schoolers do. It is the institutionalized student in the regular
school who is compelled to live in an unreal setting. The home
school commonly provides a much broader daily relationship
with the community than does the classroom of the traditional
school. Experience indicates that three or four hours at the
most of formal instruction and study in basic subjects each
school day in the home are sufficient to maintain a student at
grade level. The remainder of the day is devoted to individual
projects, field trips, art, music, libraries, museums, educational
television, volunteer work in community agencies, sharing
family responsibilities, hobbies, and the establishment of
“cottage industries” as money-making enterprises in such things
as gardening, art crafts, bake sales, woodworking, pet raising
and lawn care.

Any image of the home school as a worn and weary
mother huddled with her brood in the kitchen is far from the
full scenario of home education today. National, state and
community support groups provide forums for fellowship and
exchange of ideas and experiences on the enlarging frontier of
home education. Such support groups collaborate in planning
field experiences and group activities for students and for
sharing common concerns. Periodic workshops bring parents
together to examine and acquire materials for teaching and
learning and to hear consultants on pertinent matters. A helping
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hand is extended to beginners in home schooling.
WHY IS HOME EDUCATION NECESSARY?

In a democracy with a tradition of free enterprise,
educational choice is a vital response to the state’s sheltered
monopoly over the molding of children’s minds and characters.
Although motives for turning to home education vary, the
common motive, of course, is the conviction that the home and
family setting can provide for children an education superior to
that offered through other available and affordable alternatives.
The majority are reacting to the fact that the government school
no longer allows open recognition and reverence for God or for
the divine nature and destiny of man. Others are concerned with
the academic deterioration of public education and find that their
children attain much better achievement in home schooling.
Many are concerned over the modern degeneracy of home and
family life and seek to maintain a close and caring environment
for their own children. Some hold distinct philosophical and
world views in which they want their children nurtured. Others
subscribe to educational outlooks on child development that
they feel can best be fostered at home.

CONCLUSION
Home education is not a passing fancy. Those of

us in professional education have long known that the
strongest influence on a child’s school achievement is
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parental involvement. That factor is indeed paramount
in the home school. As our schools have become more
massive, technological, impersonal, antisocial, amoral and
institutionalized, perhaps educators need a more simple, natural
and humane laboratory in which to explore the basic elements
of living and learning. I would suggest those basic elements
are all there and thriving in a unique manner in the privacy and
normalcy and simplicity of the home school.

Let us close with the observation that home schooling is not
for all. Neither is compulsory state institutionalization.
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The writer studied education at Harvard and Columbia in
preparation for teaching and administration in public schools
and universities. Recently retired from the School of Education of
the University of Louisville, he now devotes himself to the study
of private education with a special interest in home education.
Comments and questions are welcomed. Write him at 2307 Tyler
Lane, Louisville, KY 40205.
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