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So	what	are	the	Kentucky	state	laws	on	home	schooling?

To answer this question, you need to read the Home School Information and Best Practice
Document which begins on the following page and goes through page 20.
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I.  Background Information

A.  Task Force

On March 14, 1997 twelve home school representatives 
from Christian Home Educators of Kentucky (CHEK) 
and the Kentucky Home Education Association (KHEA) 
and twelve officers and board of directors of the Kentucky 
Directors of Pupil Personnel Association met to share their 
views on the status of home schools in Kentucky.  From 
that meeting a task force was formed to address the issues 
that were raised at that meeting.

The task force was comprised of:

• Joe Adams - Christian Home Educators of Kentucky
• Cheri Fouts - Kentucky Home Education Association
• Louie Hammons - Director of Pupil Personnel 

(Garrard County)
• Sherwood Kirk - Director of Pupil Personnel (Ohio   

County)
• David Lanier - Kentucky Home Education Association
• Marilann Melton - Director of Pupil Personnel 

(Warren County)
• Roger VonStrophe - Director of Pupil Personnel   

(Newport)
• Don Woolett - Christian Home Educators of Kentucky

David Thurmond, Director of the Division of Planning, 
who is the nonpublic school liaison for the Kentucky 
Department of Education, served as a consultant to the 
task force.

The task force met on a monthly basis for the next three 
months.  This document is a product of their efforts.

On November 14, 2000 a task force was called to review 
and revise this document. The only revisions updated 
the section on Home School Resources and added a new 
section on the Recognition of Credits. 

The members of this task force are as follows:
• Joe Adams - Christian Home Educators of Kentucky
• Cindy Green - Kentucky Home Education Association
• Louie Hammons - Director of Pupil Personnel 

(Garrard County)
• Mike Hughes – Kentucky Home Education 

Association
• Mary Anna Rogers – Kentucky Home Education   

Association 
• Haskell Sheeks – President, Directors of Pupil 

Personnel Association and Director of Pupil Personnel  
(Ballard County)

• Roger VonStrophe - Director of Pupil Personnel   
(Newport)

• Robert Simpson, who serves as the liaison between 
the Kentucky Department of Education and non-
public schools.

B.  Rights of Parents/Guardians to Home 
School Their Children

Kentucky compulsory attendance laws require that every 
child between the ages of 6 and 16 be enrolled in school.  
This requirement may be met by attending public school, 
private school (including home school), parochial school, or 
church regular day school.  The parent or person in charge 
of the student is clearly charged with the responsibility to 
see that the child attends school.

In the case of homes schooling, the parent is required to 
notify the local superintendent of schools by letter that 
the child is being home schooled.  The letter must include 
the names, ages, and place of residence of each pupil in 
attendance at the school.  The parent must notify the local 
superintendent of schools within the first two weeks of each 
school year of their intent to home school their child(ren).

C.  Kentucky Department of Education  - 
Home School Requirements

The following are the minimal requirements for the 
operation of a home school in Kentucky:

1. Education is a fundamental right.  Rose V. Council 
for Better Education, Inc. Ky., 790 S.W. 2d 186 
(1989).  Compulsory attendance laws (KRS 
159.010) require that every child between the ages 
of 6 and 16 be enrolled in school.  KRS 159.030 
exempts a child from attending public school 
who is enrolled and regularly attending a private, 
parochial or church regular day school.  Home 
schools are considered to be private schools in 
Kentucky, and the laws relating to private schools 
apply equally to home schools.  Therefore, when 
you decide to educate your children at home, you 
must first establish a bonafide school for your 
children to attend.  Furthermore, you are required 
to notify the local superintendent of schools by 
letter that you have established a school, and to 
report the names, ages, and place of residence of 
each pupil in attendance at the school, together 
with any facts that the superintendent may 
require to facilitate carrying out the laws relating 
to compulsory attendance and employment of 
children. (KRS 159.160)  It is recommended 


