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Home	School	Check	List
1. LEARN  about home education:

Read books, pamphlets, newsletters;  talk with other home educators;  attend available 
seminars and support group meetings;  familiarize yourself  with home school laws.

2. PERSONALIZE home school information:
Evaluate family goals, lifestyle, and ministries;  evaluate each child’s needs;  note each 
child’s talents, interests, learning styles, strengths, and weaknesses;  consider your financial 
abilities.

3. FINALIZE your view of home education:
Is home education the only alternative educational method for your child?  Is this a 
conviction or a preference?

4. FORMALIZE your home education desires in writing:
Write out a philosophy of education, a statement of purpose, and general objectives for each 
child.

5. LOCATE an experienced home educator who will advise and encourage you.
6. CHOOSE a basic structure for your program:

Will you join a correspondence school or follow a self-determined course of study?
7.   DELEGATE teaching responsibilities between parents as much as possible (and tutors
          when desired).
8. CHOOSE and gather appropriate books, materials, and supplies for your school.
9. REVIEW all books and textbooks to be used:

Read the table of contents; note chapter divisions and each chapter’s contents; label all 
charts and maps, etc. for quick reference.

10. NAME your home school.
11. DECIDE on your school environment:

An extra room, the kitchen table, etc.;  specific storage area for all texts and materials;  wall 
space for large charts or maps;  comfortable chairs or desk.

12. GATHER student and teacher aids:
Resource materials like dictionaries, etc.; globe, flag, rulers, clock, pencil sharpener, pencils, 
crayons.

13. CONSIDER the community resources:
Museums, classes, zoo events, music or art lessons, gymnastics or athletic programs, public 
library.

14. SCHEDULE your school time: hours per day, days per week, holidays, field trips, etc.
15. MEET state requirements, write your letter of intent, consider HSLDA membership
16. PREPARE your record keeping system:

Attendance, evaluation of progress or journal of what was covered each day, daily work, 
cumulative record file, notebook.

17. PREPARE skeletal year-long studies (using items in #9):
Long range academic goals for each subject, month-by-month plan for subjects, decide 
which subjects merit short term study, target the most important subjects

18. MAKE a lesson plan for the first week.
19. PLAN a very special first day for the beginning of your new adventure.
20. CLEAN and ORGANIZE your home and make a daily routine.
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Homeschooling
Research

 Adult homeschoolers far exceed the general population in college 
education, and community service, according to a 2003 research report 
from the National Home Education Research Institute, of Salem, Ore. 
Home School Legal Defense Association commissioned the report. 

 Among the findings: Over 7300 homeschooled adults were surveyed 
and 5,000 had been home educated for at least seven years. Over 74 
percent of home-educated adults ages 18-24 have taken college-level 
courses, compared to 46 percent of the general U.S. population. Seventy-
one percent participate in an ongoing community service activity, 
compared to 37 percent of U.S. adults of similar ages. Only a tiny fraction  
(4.2 percent) considered politics and government too complicated to 
understand compared to over a third of U.S. adults. 

 An abbreviated version of this report, as well as other homeschooling 
research is available at http://www.hslda.org/research/default.asp (Home 
School Legal Defense Association’s website).

 The complete research report, “Home Educated and Now Adults: 
Their Community and Civic Involvement, Views About Homeschooling, 
and Other Traits,” is available from the National Home Education 
Research Institute, at http://www.nheri.org. You will also find other 
research on homeschooling at NHERI which answers questions like:

 • What about socialization?
 • Are homeschoolers doing well academically?
 • Are they successful as adults?
 • What are the basic demographic traits of home-schooled adults?
 •What is the history of homeschooling?
 
 Don’t forget to visit the National Home Education Network’s website 
(www.nhen.org), for more information about homeschooling and how it 
stacks up in research.


